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TRANSMISSION DEVICE, TRANSMISSION
SYSTEM, AND METHOD FOR ADJUSTING
PASSBAND

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority of the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-
266823, filed on Dec. 6, 2012, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

The embodiments discussed herein are related to a trans-
mission device, a transmission system, and a method for
adjusting a passband.

BACKGROUND

With an increase in demand for communication, optical
networks that use wavelength division multiplexing (WDM)
are widely used. WDM is a technique for multiplexing a
plurality of optical signals with different wavelengths and
transmitting the optical signals. For example, WDM enables
88 optical signals to be multiplexed and transmitted as a
wavelength multiplexed optical signal (hereinafter referred to
as multiplexed optical signal).

As a transmission device using WDM, an optical add-drop
multiplexer (OADM) that is referred to as a reconfigurable
optical add-drop multiplexer (ROADM) or the like is known.
The optical add-drop multiplexer has a transceiver that trans-
mits and receives optical signals. The transceiver is referred to
as a transponder or the like.

The optical add-drop multiplexer multiplexes optical sig-
nals received from a transceiver and having arbitrary wave-
lengths and transmits the multiplexed signals to another node.
The optical add-drop multiplexer separates an optical signal
with an arbitrary wavelength from multiplexed optical signals
received from the other node and outputs the optical signal
through the transceiver. In other words, the optical add-drop
multiplexer adds and drops an optical signal with an arbitrary
wavelength.

The optical add-drop multiplexer has an optical amplifier
and a wavelength selective switch (WSS) for each path.

The wavelength selective switch selects a specific wave-
length from among received multiplexed optical signals and
outputs an optical signal with the selected wavelength from
an arbitrary port. The wavelength selective switch multi-
plexes optical signals input from an arbitrary port and outputs
the optical signals as a multiplexed optical signal.

The wavelength selective switch has a filter for a passband
of which the central wavelength is the selected wavelength
(frequency). When a plurality of optical add-drop multiplex-
ers are connected to each other, the width of a passband is
reduced due to accumulated errors of the filters, and the
spectrums of optical signals are narrowed.

The spectral width of an optical signal depends on a
scheme for modulating the optical signal. The higher the bit
rate, the larger the spectral width of the optical signal. For
example, the spectral width of an optical signal transmitted at
a high rate of 40 Gbps, 100 Gbps, or the like is large. When the
large spectral width is reduced by filtering at multiple stages,
an error rate may increase. Thus, the number of optical add-
drop multiplexers that transmit an optical signal while main-
taining the quality of the transmission at a certain level is
limited.
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Regarding narrowing of a spectrum, Japanese Laid-open
Patent Publication No. 2010-98544 discloses that if a path is
not assigned to wavelengths that are next shorter and longer
than a wavelength of a certain path, a passband of a filter for
the certain path is maximized for a wavelength selective
switch. transmission device

SUMMARY

According to an aspect of the invention, a transmission
device includes: a wavelength detector configured to detect a
first wavelength of a first optical signal; a wavelength selec-
tive switch to which the first optical signal is input; and a
controller configured to detect a direction toward which a
central wavelength of a passband of the wavelength selective
switch is shifted from the first wavelength detected by the
wavelength detector and to control the wavelength selective
switch so as to increase a width of the passband toward an
opposite direction of the direction toward which the central
wavelength of the passband is shifted from the first wave-
length.

The object and advantages of the invention will be realized
and attained by means of the elements and combinations
particularly pointed out in the claims.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are not restrictive of the invention,
as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of the configu-
ration of a transmission system;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of a trans-
mission device according to the embodiments;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating the spectrum of an optical
signal for each of frequencies;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating the spectrum of an optical
signal and a passband when the wavelength of the optical
signal matches the central wavelength of the passband of a
filter of a wavelength selective switch;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating the spectrum of the optical
signal and the passband when the wavelength of the optical
signal is shifted from the central wavelength of the passband
of the filter of the wavelength selective switch;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating the spectrum of the optical
signal and the passband when the passband is increased by
one channel toward a long wavelength side direction;

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating the spectrum of the optical
signal and the passband when the passband is increased by
one channel toward a short wavelength side direction;

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating the spectrums of optical
signals of two adjacent channels and the passband;

FIG. 9is aflowchart of an example of a process of adjusting
the passband;

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of the spec-
trums of optical signals output from a transmission device of
a first node included in a network illustrated in FIG. 1 and a
passband;

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating an example of the spec-
trums of optical signals output from a transmission device of
a second node included in the network illustrated in FIG. 1
and passbands;

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example of the spec-
trums of optical signals output from a transmission device of
a third node included in the network illustrated in FIG. 1 and
passbands;
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FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an example of the spec-
trums of optical signals output from a transmission device of
a fourth node included in the network illustrated in FIG. 1 and
passbands;

FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating the spectrum of the optical
signal, the passband, and noise components in the first
embodiment;

FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating the spectrum of an optical
signal, a passband, and noise components in a conventional
example;

FIG. 16 is a diagram illustrating the spectrum of the optical
signal and the passband when the passband is increased
toward the long wavelength side direction on the basis of
shifting of the central wavelength of the passband;

FIG. 17 is a diagram illustrating the spectrum of the optical
signal, the passband, and noise components in the second
embodiment;

FIG. 18 is a flowchart of a process of adjusting a passband
according to the second embodiment;

FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating an example of the con-
figuration of a network management device; and

FIG. 20 is a flowchart of a process of instructing, by the
network management device, a transmission device to adjust
a passband of the transmission device.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Since the number of optical signals to be multiplexed or the
number of wavelengths has been increased in recent years, the
difference (error) between the central wavelength of a pass-
band of a filter of a wavelength selective switch and the
wavelength (central wavelength) of an optical signal input to
the wavelength selective switch may occur. The spectral
width of a high-speed signal is large. Thus, if the difference
occurs, a side portion of the spectrum may be out of the
passband of the wavelength selective switch, and the signal-
to-noise (SN) ratio of the optical signal may be reduced.

When the passband is increased in order to avoid the reduc-
tion in the SN ratio, not only a signal component included in
the optical signal passing through the wavelength selective
switch but also a noise component increase. This is due to the
fact that amplified spontaneous emission (ASE) light output
from an optical amplifier arranged in the wavelength selective
switch on the front side passes through the filter due to the
increase in the width of the passband. In a network including
a plurality of optical add-drop multiplexers, the larger the
number of wavelength selective switches through which an
optical signal passes, the larger the amount of a noise com-
ponent to be amplified and the more the SN ratio is reduced.

The following embodiments provide a transmission
device, a transmission system, and a method for adjusting a
passband which efficiently suppress degradation of an optical
signal.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of the configu-
ration of a transmission system. The transmission system has
a plurality of transmission devices 9, to 9,, and a network
management device 2. The transmission devices 9, t0 9,, are
connected to each other in series by a transmission path
(optical fiber). The network management device 2 is con-
nected to the transmission devices 9, to 9,, through a moni-
toring control network (NW). The topology of a transmission
network of the transmission devices 9, to 9,, is not limited to
that illustrated in FIG. 1 and may be a ring topology.

The network management device 2 is a server that has
installed therein network management software and manages
the plurality of transmission devices 9, 10 9,,,. The monitoring
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control network (NW) is, for example, a local area network
(LAN), but may be another network.

The plurality of transmission devices 9, t0 9,,, are arranged
in first to m-th nodes of the transmission network, respec-
tively. Each of the transmission devices 9, to 9,, multiplexes
a plurality of optical signals with different wavelengths and
transmits the multiplexed optical signals as a multiplexed
optical signal S. The transmission devices 9, to 9,, are, for
example, optical add-drop multiplexers, but may be wave-
length multiplexing transmission devices of another type.

In the transmission system, the optical signals with the
wavelengths are transmitted between any two or more of the
transmission devices 9, to 9, in accordance with setting by
the network management device 2. For example, an optical
signal with a wavelength A1 may be transmitted from the
transmission device 9, to the transmission device 9, and an
optical signal with a wavelength Ai+1 may be transmitted
from the transmission device 9, to the transmission device 9,.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of each of
the transmission devices 9, to 9,, according to the embodi-
ments. Each of the transmission devices 9, to 9,, has a wave-
length selective switch (WSS) 10, a controller 11, a storage
unit 12, a first optical amplifier 130, a second optical amplifier
131, areceiver 14, and a transmitter 15. Each of the transmis-
sion devices 9, to 9,, also has a first optical splitter 160, a
second optical splitter 161, a first optical channel monitor
(OCM) 120, and a second OCM 121.

When the wavelength multiplexed optical signal S is input
to any of the transmission devices 9, t0 9,,, the wavelength
multiplexed optical signal S passes through the first optical
splitter 160, the first optical amplifier 130, the WSS 10, the
second optical amplifier 131, and the second optical splitter
161 in this order and output from the transmission device. The
first optical splitter 160 splits the multiplexed optical signal S
and outputs the multiplexed optical signal S to the first OCM
120 and the first optical amplifier 130.

The first optical amplifier 130 amplifies the multiplexed
optical signal S and outputs the amplified multiplexed optical
signal S to the WSS 10. For example, the first optical amplifier
130 amplifies the multiplexed optical signal S by causing an
erbium-doped fiber to be in an excited state using excitation
light.

The WSS 10 separates the multiplexed optical signal S into
the optical signals with the wavelengths and outputs an opti-
cal signal to be dropped to the receiver 14. The WSS 10
receives an optical signal to be added from the transmitter 15,
multiplexes the received optical signal and a passing optical
signal and outputs the multiplexed optical signals as a multi-
plexed optical signal S to the second optical amplifier 131.
The passing optical signal is an optical signal that is not added
and dropped in the transmission devices 9, t0 9, and is trans-
mitted to a transmission device that is included in an adjacent
node and among the transmission devices 9, 10 9,,,.

The second optical amplifier 131 amplifies the multiplexed
optical signal S and outputs the amplified multiplexed optical
signal S to the second optical splitter 161. For example, the
second optical amplifier 131 amplifies the multiplexed opti-
cal signal S by causing an erbium-doped fiber to be in an
excited state using excitation light.

The second optical splitter 161 splits the multiplexed opti-
cal signal S and outputs the multiplexed optical signal S to the
second OCM 121 and the transmission path.

The controller 11 is an arithmetic processing circuit such as
a central processing unit (CPU), for example. The controller
11 controls the transmission devices 9, to 9,, on the basis of a
predetermined program. The controller 11 communicates
with the network management device 2 through the monitor-
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ing control network NW. The controller 11 is not limited to
the controller that functions on the basis of the software. The
controller 11 may be a controller that functions on the basis of
hardware such as an application specific integrated circuit.

The storage unit 12 is, for example, a memory and stores
channel assignment information 30 that indicates assign-
ments of optical signals with wavelengths to channels. The
controller 11 references the channel assignment information
30 and sets the wavelengths in the WSS 10. The channel
assignment information 30 indicates the assignments of the
optical signals with the wavelengths (frequencies) to channel
numbers CH1 to CHn. The channel assignment information
30 is transmitted by the network management device 2 to the
controller 11 and stored in the storage unit 12.

FIG. 3 illustrates the spectrums of the optical signals with
the frequencies. In FIG. 3, the abscissa indicates a frequency
(GHz) and the ordinate indicates the power (dB) of an optical
signal. For example, optical signals with frequencies f1 to tn
are assigned to channels CH1 to CHn spaced at intervals of 50
GHz, respectively. The intervals are referred to as ITU-T
grids and compliant with an international standard. ITU-T
stands for International Telecommunication Union Telecom-
munication Standardization Sector.

The storage unit 12 stores WSS information 31 that indi-
cates the central wavelength Ai (i=1 to n) of a passband of a
filter of the WSS 10 for each of the channels CH1 to CHn. The
WSS information 31 is information specific to each of the
transmission devices 9, to 9,,. The WSS information 31 is
generated in advance on the basis of data actually measured
with the WSS 10 or design data.

The storage unit 12 stores wavelength information 32 that
indicates the wavelengths Ai of the optical signals included in
the multiplexed optical signal S. The controller 11 acquires
the wavelength information 32 from the first OCM 120 and
the second OCM 121 and causes the wavelength information
32 to be stored in the storage unit 12.

The first OCM 120 and the second OCM 121 function as
wavelength detectors that detect the wavelengths Ai of the
optical signals included in the multiplexed optical signal S.
The first OCM 120 detects the wavelengths of the multiplexed
optical signal S to be input to the WSS 10, while the second
OCM 121 detects wavelengths of the multiplexed optical
signal S output from the WSS 10. Thus, each of the transmis-
sion devices 9, to 9,, detects not only the wavelength of the
passing optical signal but also the wavelengths of optical
signals added and dropped.

FIG. 4 illustrates the spectrum of an optical signal and a
passband BW when the wavelength of the optical signal
matches the central wavelength of the passband BW of the
filter of the WSS 10. In FIG. 4, the abscissa indicates a
wavelength, and the ordinate indicates the power (dB) of the
optical signal. The spectrum is indicated by a solid line and
the passband BW is indicated by a dotted line. The same
applies to the other drawings to be referenced for the follow-
ing description.

As illustrated in FIG. 4, when there is no difference
between the wavelength (central wavelength) Ai of the optical
signal and the central wavelength Abi of the passband BW,
spaces between the passband BW and the spectrum of the
optical signal may be maintained on the long wavelength side
(right side of the sheet of FIG. 4) and short wavelength side
(left side of the sheet of FIG. 4) with respect to the central
wavelength Abi. Thus, the optical signal of a corresponding
channel CHi is output from the WSS 10 without being
degraded.

FIG. 5 illustrates the spectrum of the optical signal and the
passband BW when the wavelength Ai of the optical signal is
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shifted from the central wavelength Abi of the passband BW
of'the filter of the WSS 10. In FIG. 5, the central wavelength
Abi of the passband BW is shifted by an error AA from the
wavelength Ai of the optical signal on the short wavelength
side. Thus, there is a space Y between the passband BW and
the spectrum of the optical signal on the short wavelength side
with respect to the central wavelength Abi.

A part of the spectrum on the long wavelength side is out of
the passband BW (refer to a symbol X). Thus, the optical
signal, output from the WSS 10, of the channel CHi is
degraded, compared with the optical signal before the optical
signal is input to the WSS 10.

The degradation of the optical signal due to the error
between the wavelengths is caused by the fact that the spectral
width is increased due to an increase in a transmission rate
and the frequency spaces between the channels are reduced
due to an increase in the number of wavelengths, for example.
For example, in a case that a baud rate of data of a coherent
optical signal of 100 GHz is 25 GHz, it is difficult to say that
ITU-T grids are sufficiently wide spaces.

First Embodiment

The transmission devices 9, to 9,, according to the first
embodiment inhibits degradation of an optical signal by
increasing the width of the passband BW on the basis of a
direction toward which the central wavelength Abi of the
passband BW is shifted from the wavelength Ai of the
detected optical signal. FIG. 6 illustrates the spectrum of the
optical signal and the passband BW when the passband BW is
increased by one channel toward the long wavelength side
direction.

The controller 11 detects a direction toward which the
central wavelength Abi of the passband BW of the filter of the
WSS 10 is shifted by an error Ah from the wavelength Ai
detected by the first OCM 120 or the second OCM 121.
Specifically, the controller 11 references the WSS informa-
tion 31 and the wavelength information 32, determines a
magnitude relationship between the wavelength Ai and the
central wavelength Abi, and detects the direction toward
which the central wavelength Abi of the passband BW is
shifted. In the case illustrated in FIG. 6, it is apparent that the
central wavelength Abi of the passband BW is shifted by the
error Ak from the wavelength Ai of the optical signal toward
the short wavelength side direction.

Next, the controller 11 controls the WSS 10 so that the
width of the passband BW is increased toward the opposite
direction of the direction toward which the central wave-
length Abi of the passband BW is shifted. In the case illus-
trated in FIG. 6, the width of the passband BW is increased
toward the long wavelength side direction d. The increased
width is equal to the width of a passband of'a channel CHi+1
that is adjacent to the channel CHi to which the wavelength Ai
is assigned. In this case, it is assumed that an optical signal
with a corresponding wavelength is not assigned to the adja-
cent channel CHi+1.

The WSS 10 adjusts the angle of a micro mirror included in
the WSS 10 and thereby sets attenuation (loss) of an optical
signal for each of channels CHi, for example. The controller
11 outputs a control signal for controlling the attenuation to
the WSS 10 and thereby controls the width of the passband
BW so0 as to increase the width of the passband BW. In the
case illustrated in FIG. 6, the controller 11 sets attenuation of
an optical signal of the adjacent channel CHi+1 to the mini-
mum value or a sufficient small value and thereby releases the
passband (central wavelength Abi+1) corresponding to the
adjacent channel CHi+1 so as to enable the passband corre-
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sponding to the adjacent channel CHi+1 to be used. Note that
the passband that corresponds to the channel CHi to which an
optical signal is already assigned is released by the controller
11 in advance without an increase in the width of the passband
corresponding to the channel CHi.

The spectrum of the optical signal with the wavelength Ai
is set within the range of the passband BW of the filter by
increasing the width of the passband BW, unlike the case
illustrated in FIG. 5. Thus, the optical signal of the channel
CHi is output from the WSS 10 without being degraded.

FIG. 7 illustrates the spectrum of the optical signal and the
passband BW when the passband BW is increased by one
channel toward the short wavelength side direction. In this
case, the central wavelength Abi of the passband BW is
shifted by an error AA from the wavelength Ai of the optical
signal toward the long wavelength side direction, and a part of
the spectrum on the longer wavelength side is out of the range
of the passband BW (refer to a symbol X).

Thus, the width of the passband BW is increased by one
channel toward the short wavelength side direction d that is
the opposite direction of the direction toward which the cen-
tral wavelength Abi of the passband BW is shifted. In this
case, the controller 11 controls the WSS 10 so as to release a
passband (central wavelength Abi-1) of a channel CHi-1 on
the opposite side of the adjacent channel CHi+1 illustrated in
FIG. 6. The optical signal of the channel CHi is output from
the WSS 10 without being degraded in the same way as the
case illustrated in FIG. 6. It is assumed that an optical signal
with a corresponding wavelength is not assigned to the adja-
cent channel CHi-1.

If the optical signals with the wavelengths Ai+1 and Ai-1
are not assigned to the channels CHi+1 and CHi-1 adjacentto
the channel CHi to which the optical signal with the wave-
length A is assigned, the controller 11 releases the passbands
corresponding to the adjacent channels CHi+1 and CHi-1 so
as to enable the passbands corresponding to the adjacent
channels CHi+1 and CHi-1 to be used and thereby increases
the width of the passband BW.

If the optical signals are assigned to the adjacent channels
CHi+1 and CHi-1, and the controller 11 detects the error A:
of the central wavelength Abi of the passband BW, the con-
troller 11 does not execute the aforementioned process of
increasing the width of the passband BW. FIG. 8 illustrates
the spectrums of the optical signals of the two adjacent chan-
nels CHi and CHi+1 and the passband BW. In the case illus-
trated in FIG. 8, the passbands that correspond to the channels
CHi and CHi+1 are combined so as to form the passband BW
of' which the width is larger than the widths of the passbands.
The passband that corresponds to the channels CHi and
CHi+1 is released by assigning the wavelengths Ai+1 and
Ai-1 to the channels CHi and CHi+1.

As illustrated in FIG. 8, even when the central wavelength
Abi of the passband of the channel CHi is shifted from the
wavelength Ai of the optical signal toward the short wave-
length side direction, the spectrum of the optical signal with
the wavelength Ai is in the range of the passband W. Thus, the
optical signal of the channel CHi is output from the WSS 10
without being degraded. The same applies to the case where
the central wavelength Abi of the passband of the channel CHi
is shifted toward the long wavelength side direction and the
optical signal is applied to the adjacent channel CHi-1 on the
short wavelength side.

Next, a method for adjusting the passband of the WSS 10 is
described with reference to FIG. 9. FIG. 9 is a flowchart of an
example of a process of adjusting the passband.

First, the first OCM 120 and the OCM 121 detect the
wavelengths Ai of the optical signals included in the multi-
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plexed optical signal S (in operation S1). The detected wave-
lengths Ad are stored as the wavelength information 32 in the
storage unit 12.

Next, the controller 11 references the WSS information 31
stored in the storage unit 12 and reads the central wavelength
Abi of the passband of the WSS 10 (in operation S2). The
controller 11 detects an error AA between the central wave-
length Abi and each of the detected wavelengths Ai (in opera-
tion S3).

If the error Ak is 0 (Yes in operation S4), the controller 11
terminates the process. If the error is not O (No in operation
S4), the controller 11 determines a magnitude relationship
between the wavelength Ai and the central wavelength Abi (in
operation S5).

IfAi>Abi (Yes in operation S5), the controller 11 references
the channel assignment information 30 and determines
whether or not an optical signal is already assigned to the
channel CHi+1 that s adjacent to the channel CHi on the long
wavelength side (in operation S6). If the optical signal is not
assigned (No in operation S6), the controller 11 releases the
passband corresponding to the channel CHi+1 adjacent to the
channel CHi on the long wavelength side so as to enable the
passband corresponding to the channel CHi+1 to be used (in
operation S7). If the optical signal is already assigned (Yes in
operation S6), the controller 11 terminates the process.

IfAi<ibi (No in operation S5), the controller 11 references
the channel assignment information 30 and determines
whether or not an optical signal is already assigned to the
channel CHi-1 that is adjacent to the channel CHi on the short
wavelength side (in operation S8). If the optical signal is not
assigned (No in operation S8), the controller 11 releases the
passband corresponding to the channel CHi-1 adjacent to the
channel CHi on the short wavelength side so as to enable the
passband corresponding to the channel CHi-1 to be used (in
operation S9). If the optical signal is already assigned (Yes in
operation S8), the controller 11 terminates the process. In this
manner, the process of adjusting the passband is executed.

Next, an application example of the method for adjusting
the passband is described below using the optical signals with
the wavelengths Al and Ai+1 illustrated in FIG. 1. FIGS. 10 to
13 illustrate examples of the spectrums of optical signals
output from the transmission devices 9, to 9, of the first to
fourth nodes included in the network illustrated in FIG. 1 and
the passband BW. In the examples, the central wavelength Abi
of the passband BW corresponding to the channel CHi is
shifted from the wavelength Ai of the optical signal on the
short wavelength side as illustrated in FIG. 5.

The transmission device 9, transmits the optical signals
having the wavelengths Ai and Ai+1 and assigned to the adja-
cent channels CHi and CHi+1. Thus, the filter of the WSS 10
of the transmission device 9, has a passband BW1 obtained
by combining the passbands of the channels CHi and CHi+1
as illustrated in FIG. 10.

The transmission device 9, transmits the optical signals
having the wavelengths Ai and Ai+1 and assigned to the adja-
cent channels CHi and CHi+1. Thus, the filter of the WSS 10
of the transmission device 9, has a passband BW2 obtained
by combining the passbands of the channels CHi and CHi+1
as illustrated in FIG. 11. The width of the passband BW2 is
smaller than the width of the passband BW1 since the spec-
trums of the optical signals are narrowed between the trans-
mission devices 9, and 9.

The transmission device 9; branches the optical signals to
obtain the optical signal with the wavelength Ai+1 and trans-
mits the optical signal with the wavelength Ai. The filter of the
WSS 10 of the transmission device 9, has a passband BW
obtained by releasing the passband of the channel CHi+1 that
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is adjacent to the channel CHi on the long wavelength side as
illustrated in FIG. 12. The width of the passband BW3 is
smaller than the widths of the passbands BW1 and BW2 since
the spectrums of the optical signals are narrowed between the
transmission devices 9, and 9.

The transmission device 9, transmits the optical signal
with the wavelength Ai. The filter of the WSS 10 of the
transmission device 9, has a passband BW4 obtained by
releasing the passband of the channel CHi+1 that is adjacent
to the channel CHi on the long wavelength side as illustrated
in FIG. 13. The width of the passband BW4 is smaller than the
widths of the passbands BW1, BW2, and BW3 since the
spectrums of the optical signals are narrowed between the
transmission devices 9, and 9,,.

In this manner, the passband of the channel CHi is
increased by combining the passband ofthe channel CHi with
the passband for the optical signal assigned to the adjacent
channel CHi+1 in a transmission section between the trans-
mission devices 9, and 9,. In addition, in a transmission
section between the transmission devices 9 and 9,, the pass-
band of the channel CHi is increased by releasing the pass-
band corresponding to the adjacent channel CHi+1 to which
anoptical signal is not assigned. Thus, the optical signal of the
channel CHi is transmitted between the transmission devices
9, and 9, without being degraded.

When the passband is increased, not only a signal compo-
nent that passes through the WSS 10 but also a noise compo-
nent that is caused by ASE light and output from the optical
amplifiers 130 and 131 increase. The ASE light is output from
anamplification medium such as an erbium-doped fiber when
the amplification medium is changed to an excited state by
excitation light.

FIG. 14 illustrates the spectrum of the optical signal, the
passband, and noise components in the first embodiment. In
FIG. 14, the spectrum of the optical signal, the passband BW,
and the noise components NZ1 to NZ4 are in the illustrated
states when the optical signal with the wavelength Ai is
branched by the transmission device 9;. Note that the pass-
band BW is increased by the adjacent channel CHi+1 on the
long wavelength side.

The noise components NZ1 to NZ4 that correspond to the
width of the passband BW pass through the WSS 10, together
with a signal component of the optical signal. The noise
component NZ1 is generated by the first optical amplifier 130
of'the transmission device 9. The noise components NZ2 and
NZ3 are generated by the second optical amplifier 131 and
first optical amplifier 130 of the transmission device 9,,
respectively. The noise component NZ4 is generated by the
second optical amplifier 131 of the transmission device 9, .

Accordingly, the noise components NZ1 to NZ4 are accu-
mulated as the optical signal passes through the first and
second optical amplifiers 130 and 131. Thus, the larger the
number of the optical amplifiers 130 and 131 through which
the optical signal passes, the larger the amount of noise com-
ponents superimposed on the optical signal and the more the
optical signal is degraded. The power of the noise compo-
nents NZ1to NZ4 is represented by the areas of noise regions
(spectrums of the noise) illustrated in FIG. 14. The power of
the signal component is indicated by Ps (W), the power of the
noise components NZ1 to NZ4 is indicated by Pn (W), and the
ratio of the power Ps to the power Pn is calculated by the
following Equation (1).

Ps/Pn=(GxPin)/{NFx(G-1)xhxvxB} Equation (1)

In Equation (1), G is the amplification rate of the first and
second optical amplifiers 130 and 131, Pin is the power (W) of
the optical signal input to the first and second optical ampli-
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fiers 130 and 131, B is a bandwidth (m) of the first and second
amplifiers 130 and 131, NF is a noise factor, h is a Planck’s
constant (m>kg/s), and v is the frequency (the speed of light/
the wavelength of the light) (Hz) of light.

FIG. 15 illustrates the spectrum of the optical signal, the
passband, and noise components according to the technique
disclosed in Japanese Laid-open Patent Publication No.
2010-98544.

According to the conventional technique, when a path is
not assigned to wavelengths that are next shorter and longer
than a wavelength of a certain path, a passband of a filter for
the certain path is maximized for a wavelength selective
switch. In the case illustrated in FIG. 15, since the passbands
of the channels that are adjacent to the channel CHi on both
long and short wavelength sides are released, the power ofthe
noise components NZ1 to NZ4 is larger, compared with the
case illustrated in FIG. 14. On the other hand, the transmis-
sion devices 9, to 9,, according to the first embodiment
increase the width of the passband only toward the opposite
direction of the direction toward which the central wave-
length of the passband is shifted, reduce the power of the
noise components NZ1 to NZ4, and efficiently suppress deg-
radation of the optical signal.

Second Embodiment

In order to further efficiently suppress degradation of the
optical signal, the width of the passband BW may be
increased on the basis of the error Ah of the central wave-
length of the passband BW. FIG. 16 illustrates the spectrum of
the optical signal and the passband BW when the passband
BW is increased toward the long wavelength side direction on
the basis of the error A\ of the central wavelength of the
passband BW.

In the second embodiment, a switch that has liquid crystal
on silicon (LCOS) is used as the WSS 10. The WSS 10 that
has the LCOS may freely control the width of the passband of
the filter by controlling the LCOS on a pixel basis regardless
of'grids (refer to FIG. 3) between fixed wavelengths (frequen-
cies). The WSS 10 is not limited to the liquid crystal type and
may be of a digital light processing (DLP) type.

First, the controller 11 detects the error Ah. The error AA is
the difference between the central wavelength Abi of the
passband BW and the wavelength Ai of the optical signal.
Thus, the error A\ is calculated by the following Equation (2).

AN=INbi-hi Equation (2)

Next, the controller 11 determines an adjustment value Ad
on the basis of the error AA. The adjustment value Ad is a
width to be increased. The adjustment value Ad is calculated
by the following Equation (3), for example.

A=axAN Equation (3)

In Equation (3), a is a predetermined value and determined
on the basis of a margin of the width of the passband for the
width of the spectrum of the optical signal, for example.

As illustrated in FIG. 16, the central wavelength Abi of the
passband BW is shifted by the error AA from the wavelength
A ofthe optical signal on the short wavelength side. Thus, the
width of the passband BW is increased by the adjustment
value Ad toward the long wavelength side direction d. The
width to be increased, therefore, may be reduced, compared
with the widths illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 15.

FIG. 17 illustrates the spectrum of the optical signal, the
passband BW, and noise components NZ1 to NZ4 in the
second embodiment. Since the passband BW is increased by
the appropriate width Ad on the basis of the error AA the power
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of the noise components NZ1 to NZ4 is reduced, compared
with the cases illustrated in FIGS. 14 and 15.

Next, a method for adjusting the passband BW ofthe WSS
10 according to the second embodiment is described with
reference to FIG. 18. FIG. 18 is a flowchart of a process of
adjusting the passband BW according to the second embodi-
ment. Operations S11 to S14 illustrated in FIG. 18 are com-
mon to FIG. 9, and a description thereof is omitted.

If'the error A is not 0 (No in operation S14), the controller
calculates the adjustment value Ad (in operation S15). The
adjustment value Ad is calculated by the aforementioned
Equation (3).

Next, the controller 11 determines a magnitude relation-
ship between the wavelength Ai and the central wavelength
Abi (in operation S16). If Ai>Akbi (Yes in operation S16), the
controller 11 references the channel assignment information
30 and determines whether or not an optical signal is already
assigned to the channel CHi+1 that is adjacent to the channel
CHi on the long wavelength side (in operation S17). If the
optical signal is not assigned (No in operation S17), the
controller 11 increases the width of the passband BW corre-
sponding to the channel CHi by the adjustment value Ad
toward the long wavelength side direction (in operation S18).
If the optical signal is already assigned (Yes in operation
S17), the controller 11 terminates the process.

If Ai<A\bi (No in operation S16), the controller 11 refer-
ences the channel assignment information 30 and determines
whether or not an optical signal is already assigned to the
channel CHi-1 that is adjacent to the channel CHi on the short
wavelength side (in operation S19). If the optical signal is not
assigned (No in operation S19), the controller 11 increases
the width of the passbhand BW corresponding to the channel
CHi by the adjustment value Ad toward the short wavelength
side direction (in operation S20). If the optical signal is
already assigned (Yes in operation S19), the controller 11
terminates the process. In this manner, the process of adjust-
ing the passband BW is executed.

As described above, the transmission devices 9, to 9,,
according to the second embodiment each have the first and
second OCMs 120 and 121, the WSS 10, and the controller
11. The OCMs 120 and 121 detect the wavelength Ai of the
optical signal. The optical signal is input to the WSS 10. The
controller 11 detects a direction toward which the central
wavelength Abi of the passband BW of the filter of the WSS
10 is shifted from the wavelength Ai detected by the first and
second OCMs 120 and 121. The controller 11 increases the
width of the passband BW toward the opposite direction d of
the direction toward which the central wavelength Abi of the
passband BW is shifted.

The transmission devices 9, to 9,, according to the second
embodiment may increase the width of the passband BW and
thereby cause the spectrum of an optical signal to be in the
range of the passband BW. Since the transmission devices 9,
t0 9,, according to the second embodiment increase the width
of the passband BW only toward the opposite direction of a
direction toward which the central wavelength Abi of the
passband BW is shifted, an increase in a noise component
superimposed on the optical signal due to the increase in the
width of the passband BW is suppressed. Thus, the transmis-
sion devices 9, to 9,, according to the second embodiment
may efficiently suppress degradation of the optical signal and
relax the limit on the number of devices for transmitting an
optical signal while maintaining the quality of the transmis-
sion at a certain level in the network.

The method for adjusting a passband according to the
second embodiment is to detect a direction toward which the
central wavelength Abi of the passband of the filter of the
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WSS 10 to which an optical signal is input is shifted from the
wavelength Ai of the optical signal and to increase the width
of the passband toward the opposite direction d of the direc-
tion toward which the central wavelength Abi of the passband
is shifted. According to the method for adjusting a passband
according to the second embodiment, an effect that is the
same as or similar to the effect obtained by the transmission
devices 9, t0 9,, according to the second embodiment may be
obtained.

Third Embodiment

The aforementioned process of adjusting the passband BW
may be executed by each of the plurality of transmission
devices 9, to 9,, illustrated in FIG. 1 or may be executed by
only a transmission device that is selected from among the
transmission devices 9, to 9,, by the network management
device 2 on the basis of the quality of transmission in the
overall network.

FIG. 19 is a diagram illustrating an example of the con-
figuration of the network management device 2. The network
management device 2 has a monitoring controller 20 and a
storage unit 21.

The monitoring controller 20 is an arithmetic processing
circuit such as a CPU and controls the network management
device 2 on the basis of a predetermined program. The moni-
toring controller 20 communicates with the transmission
devices 9, to 9, through the monitoring control network NW
(refer to FIG. 1). The monitoring controller 20 is not limited
to the controller that functions on the basis of the software.
The monitoring controller 20 may be a controller that func-
tions on the basis of hardware such as an application specific
integrated circuit.

The storage unit 21 is, for example, a memory and stores
path information 33 and upper limit information 34. The path
information 33 indicates a path of an optical signal for each of
channels CHi. The upper limit information 34 indicates an
upper limit of the number of transmission devices that are
among the transmission devices 9, to 9,, and through which
an optical signal passes while the quality of the transmission
of the optical signal is maintained at a certain level.

For example, for the optical signal with the wavelength Ai
illustrated in FIG. 1, the path information 33 uses a series of
identification numbers (node numbers) to indicate the order
of'the transmission devices 9, to 9, through which the optical
signal passes. The upper limit L that is indicated by the upper
limit information 34 is determined on the basis of degradation
of the optical signal due to the shifting of the central wave-
length of the passband. The upper limit L. indicates the num-
ber of transmission devices that are among the transmission
devices 9, t0 9,, and through which an optical signal passes
while the quality of the transmission of the optical signal is
maintained at a certain level.

FIG. 20 is a flowchart of a process of instructing, by the
network management device 2, a transmission device among
the transmission devices 9, t0 9,, to adjust a passband of the
transmission device. The process is executed for each of the
channels CHi.

First, the monitoring controller 20 acquires the path infor-
mation 33 from the storage unit 21 and acquires, from the path
information 33, a number K of transmission devices arranged
on a transmission path of an optical signal (in operation S31).
For example, for the optical signal with the wavelength Ai
illustrated in FIG. 1, the number K of transmission devices is
4. Forthe optical signal with the wavelength Ai+1, the number
K of transmission devices is 2.
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Next, the monitoring controller 20 acquires the upper limit
information 34 from the storage unit 21 and acquires the
upper limit L of the number of transmission devices that are
among transmission devices 9, to 9,, and through which the
optical signal passes (in operation S32). The upper limit L.
may be set as a value common to the channels CHi or may be
set as a value for each of the channels CHi.

Then, the monitoring controller 20 determines a magnitude
relationship between the number K of transmission devices
and the upper limit L (in operation S33). If K<[. (No in
operation S33), the monitoring controller 20 terminates the
process. In the example of FIG. 1, when the upper limit L is 2,
the number K of transmission devices through which the
optical signal with the wavelength Ai+1 passes is 2. Thus, the
transmission devices 9, and 9, through which the optical
signal with the wavelength Ai+1 passes do not execute the
process of adjusting the passband BW.

IfK>L (Yes in operation S33), the monitoring controller 20
calculates a number M of transmission devices to be
instructed to adjust the passband BW (in operation S34). The
number M of transmission devices is calculated by the fol-
lowing Equation (4).

M=K-L Equation (4)

Next, the monitoring controller 20 instructs the number M
of transmission devices among the transmission devices 9, to
9., to increase the width of the passband BW (in operation
S35), while the number M exceeds the upper limit L. In this
case, the monitoring controller 20 selects the number M of
transmission devices to be instructed to adjust the passband
BW from among the transmission devices 9, 10 9,,,.

In the example of FIG. 1, when the upper limit L. is 2, the
number K of transmission devices through which the optical
signal with the wavelength Ai passes is 4. Thus, a relationship
of (M>L) s established in the determination process of opera-
tion S33. Then, the monitoring controller 20 instructs the
transmission devices 9, and 9,, that are in excess of the upper
limit [, and among the transmission devices 9, to 9, arranged
on the transmission path of the optical signal to adjust the
width of the passband BW. The monitoring controller 20
transmits an instruction to adjust the passband BW to the
transmission devices 9, to 9, through the monitoring control
network NW.

In this manner, the network management device 2 instructs
the transmission devices 95 to 9, that are in excess of the upper
limit [ and among the transmission devices 9, to 9, arranged
on the transmission path of the optical signal to increase the
width of the passband BW. Thus, the number of transmission
devices that increase the passband BW is reduced, and a noise
component superimposed on the optical signal in the overall
network due to the increase in the width of the passband BW
is reduced. In addition, since the width of the passband BW is
increased, the transmission devices 95 to 9, that are in excess
of the upper limit [ may suppress degradation of the optical
signal, and it is possible to increase the number of transmis-
sion devices that are among the transmission devices 9, to 9,,
and through which an optical signal passes while the quality
of the transmission is maintained at a certain level in the
network.

Although the embodiments are described above in detail, it
will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that various
changes and modifications may be made on the basis of the
basic technical ideas and teachings of the embodiments.

All examples and conditional language recited herein are
intended for pedagogical purposes to aid the reader in under-
standing the invention and the concepts contributed by the
inventor to furthering the art, and are to be construed as being
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without limitation to such specifically recited examples and
conditions, nor does the organization of such examples in the
specification relate to a showing of the superiority and infe-
riority of the invention. Although the embodiments of the
present invention have been described in detail, it should be
understood that the various changes, substitutions, and alter-
ations could be made hereto without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A transmission device comprising:

a wavelength detector configured to detect a first wave-
length of a first optical signal;

a wavelength selective switch to which the first optical
signal is input; and

a controller configured to detect a direction toward which a
central wavelength of a passband of the wavelength
selective switch is shifted from the first wavelength
detected by the wavelength detector and to control the
wavelength selective switch so as to increase a width of
the passband toward an opposite direction of the direc-
tion toward which the central wavelength of the pass-
band is shifted from the first wavelength.

2. The transmission device according to claim 1,

wherein the wavelength selective switch is configured to
separate a wavelength-multiplexed optical signal input
thereto into the first optical signal with wavelength, to
multiplex a second optical signal and the first optical
signal passing therein with wavelength, and to output a
wavelength-multiplexed optical signal.

3. The transmission device according to claim 1,

wherein the controller detects a magnitude to which the
central wavelength of the passband of the wavelength
selective switch is shifted from the first wavelength so as
to increase the width of the passband based on the mag-
nitude.

4. The transmission device according to claim 1,

wherein when an optical signal is not assigned to a second
channel adjacent to a first channel to which the first
optical signal is assigned, the controller increases the
width of the passband by releasing a passband corre-
sponding to the second channel so as to be useful for the
first channel.

5. A transmission system comprising:

a plurality of transmission devices arranged on a transmis-
sion path of an optical signal, each of the plurality of
transmission device includes:

a wavelength detector configured to detect a first wave-
length of a first optical signal;

a wavelength selective switch to which the first optical
signal is input; and

a controller configured to detect a direction toward which a
central wavelength of a passband of the wavelength
selective switch is shifted from the first wavelength
detected by the wavelength detector and to control the
wavelength selective switch so as to increase a width of
the passband toward an opposite direction of the direc-
tion toward which the central wavelength of the pass-
band is shifted from the first wavelength; and

a managing device configured to manage the plurality of
transmission devices,

wherein each of the plurality of transmission devices has a
number, and

the managing device instructs a transmission device with a
number that is in excess of a predetermined number to
increase the width of the passband.
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6. A method for adjusting a passband, comprising:

detecting a direction with a controller toward which a cen-
tral wavelength of a passband of a wavelength selective
switch to which a first optical signal is input is shifted
from a first wavelength of the first optical signal; and

increasing a width of the passband toward an opposite
direction of the direction toward which the central wave-
length of the passband is shifted from the first wave-
length.

7. The method according to claim 6,

wherein the wavelength selective switch is configured to
separate a wavelength multiplexed optical signal input
thereto into the first optical signal with wavelength, to
multiplex a second optical signal and the first optical
signal passing therein with wavelength, and to output a
wavelength-multiplexed optical signal.

8. The method according to claim 6, further comprising

detecting a magnitude to which the central wavelength of
the passband of the wavelength selective switch is
shifted from the first wavelength so as to increase the
width of the passband based on the magnitude.

9. The method according to claim 6,

wherein when an optical signal is not assigned to a second
channel adjacent to a first channel to which the first
optical signal is assigned, the width of the passband is
increased by releasing a passband corresponding to the
second channel so as to be useful for the first channel.
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